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Written by Sally MacKinnon from the Ethos Foundation as part of “The Rim” community art and 
ecology project 2011-12. This community story was funded and made possible with an EnviroGrant 
from Scenic Rim Regional Council for which Sally and Ethos are extremely grateful. “The Rim” 
community art and ecology project is also funded by Scenic Rim Regional Council and the 
Queensland Government under the Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF), and by the Australian 
Government and Queensland Government under the Regional Arts Fund (RAF). 
 
For more information about “The Rim” community arts and ecology project please visit: 
http://therimartandecology.wordpress.com/  

 
 

Beginning 

 
“All we have made was made by what we do not know 
and the worn tool is rusted and grows old 
Now that truth strips us naked to the winter’s blow 
give us your depthless dark, your light brighter than the brightness of the air.” 
Judith Wright from “Song for Winter” 
 
Grief is a strange place to begin a community story. Three days after Christmas 2011, on my own 
mother’s birthday, I start writing this story that has played around the edges of my mind for almost a 
year. Inexplicably it begins with grief. 
 
Grief for the loss of forests on the hills of Rathdowney where cattle now graze on eroding, sliding soil. 
 
Grief for the rivers that rise in Lamington and Lost World and are exploited and polluted as they are 
relentlessly extracted. 
 
Grief for the birds and marsupials mown down by cars and trucks and plastered into long bitchumen 
roads. 
 
Grief for the families of the Yugambeh Language Region and the loss of their abundant Country, 
home and Mother. 
 
Grief for the loss of the family farms and the villages under threat; for the diminishing potential we 
have to reconnect, restore, and regenerate. The miners and industrialists are on the march in this 
land and sometimes it feels like Judith Wright’s winter is well and truly upon us. 
 
Should a community story about Nature begin with grief? On those big blue-sky days or soft misty 
mornings, grief feels like an intruder and yet, if we welcome her in, maybe this story becomes more 
honest. Maybe grief will help build a campfire we can gather around to share our heart’s tears about 
the love and fears we have for this place now called the Scenic Rim. 
 
I have lived at Binna Burra on the south eastern edge of the Rim for over 20 years. A small family 
property on the fringes of Lamington National Park is home. The kookaburras and currawongs wake 
us on the cusp of dawn each day. The cumulous gather in the south west corner of the sky to bring in 
the summer storms. The winds that howl from the south east forests keep me awake some nights as 
my old weatherboard home shivers under their onslaught. I look for the flame trees lighting up 
rainforest gullies in November, and follow the annual kaleidoscope of hills and paddocks rotating 
through the wet season’s fluorescent green and the dry’s whispering blonde. 

http://therimartandecology.wordpress.com/
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Over the past five years I’ve walked across parts of this country as a Drumley walker and started to 
knit myself into the land. I’ve heard some of the stories of dispossession from the Mununjali mob that 
break my heart. Their work to reclaim their language and their lives and re-connect intimately with this 
land give me, a new white settler on ancient soil, a sense that maybe redemption and recovery is 
possible. 
 
I’ve also driven from east to west, from Binna Burra to Boonah and Mt Barney and Kalbar, across the 
web of regional roads that connect small villages and communities in this place. Meeting fellow 
travellers on this journey of wonder and grief in our region, our place, is a joy when walls come down 
and common ground, literally, is found. 
 
Like a bower bird, I’ve collected bits of information from geologists, ecologists, writers, poets, 
historians, activists, Murris and even bureaucrats because with this story about the Scenic Rim, I 
hope to craft a narrative patchwork sewn from natural and human heritage. 
 
In the end though, this story is built on one thing and one thing only. Love. Love for this place, now 
called the Scenic Rim. A bowl of volcanic mountains, filled with forests and farmland and villages of 
people who say over and over again, how much they love this place. Who say they live here because 
of the big sky – brilliant day-time blue and velvet midnight purple with swathes of stars sweeping from 
one horizon to another. They say they love the rainforests and the eucalypt forests and everything in 
between especially the animals. And they say they love the rivers and creeks that are our lifeblood, 
rising in the mountains and eventually winding their way to the sea. 
 
Politics has virtually no place in our story but I do think it’s fascinating that since late 2009 the Scenic 
Rim has formed a large part of the federal electoral division of Wright, named in honour of the 
Australian poet and environmental and social activist Judith Wright who lived at Tamborine Mountain 
for over 25 years between 1948 and 1975. Of the 150 federal electoral divisions, ours is the only one 
to be named for a poet and activist, for a woman who devoted her life to speaking for the trees and 
the land, and defending the traditional custodians of this land. She was a founding member and from 
1964 to 1976, the President of the Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland. She was the second 
Australian to receive the Queen’s Gold Medal for Poetry in 1992.  
 
Her poem “The Ancestors”, written at Tamborine Mountain in the early 1950s, was based on the 
experience of searching for the source of Cedar Creek with her husband Jack McKinney. It weaves 
together the central threads of her public life: poetry, environmental protection and land-ancestry in a 
way that is central to this story: 
 
That stream ran through the sunny grass so clear – 
more polished than dew is, all one lilt of light. 
We found our way up to the source, where stand 
the fern-trees locked in endless age 
under the smothering vine and the trees’ night. 
 
Their slow roots spread in mud and stone, 
and in each notched trunk, shaggy as an ape, 
crouches the ancestor, the dark bent foetus; 
unopened eyes, face fixed in unexperienced sorrow, 
 And body contorted in the fern-tree’s shape. 
 
That sad, pre-history, unexpectant face – 
I hear the answering sound of my blood, I know 
these primitive fathers waiting for rebirth, 
these children not yet born – the womb holds so 
the moss-grown patience of the skull, 
the old ape-knowledge of the embryo. 
 
Their silent sleep is gathered round the spring 
that feeds the living, thousand-lighted stream 
up which we toiled into this timeless dream. 
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Four major river systems rise in the Scenic Rim: these are the headwaters of the Logan, Albert, 
Bremer and Coomera rivers. If you look at a map of the catchments that are connected to the Scenic 
Rim, they are covered in an extraordinarily beautiful lacework of tributaries: streams, creeks and rivers 
that feed not only our region but the cities that surround us – Ipswich, Brisbane, Logan and the Gold 
Coast. 
 
On Tamborine Mountain, Cedar Creek, the source of which Judith Wright describes so evocatively in 
“The Ancestors”, flows into Steele Creek at Tamborine which joins the Logan River at Alberton and 
then flows out into Moreton Bay at Rocky Point. Sixty percent of the creek’s corridor is now 
consolidated under cooperative conservation agreements between Tamborine Mountain Landcare 
and private and public landholders.  Nearby, 65% of the Tamborine Creek corridor has been 
rehabilitated by committed Landcarers and landowners.  
 
At Beechmont, Back Creek rises in my neighbourhood then flows across the upper plateau through 
farmland and into Back Creek Gorge where it dramatically tumbles down cliff faces like Denham Falls, 
then into the Coomera River and eventually out to sea after it has run the gauntlet of the Gold Coast. 
Again, up here in the mountains, our local Beechmont Landcare group works tirelessly to restore key 
creek banks and in doing so, regenerate the quality of the upper reaches of the river.  
 
The Yugambeh word for blood and love is “Gumera” – remarkably similar to the word Coomera, one 
of our region’s primary rivers. I wonder if the rivers of this land have long been recognised as the life-
giving blood that keeps all alive? 
 
Indigenous connectivity 
 
The Director of the Yugambeh Museum, Language and Heritage Research Centre and organiser of 
the annual Drumley Walk is Rory O’Connor who lives at Tamborine Mountain. The Museum was 
opened in 1995 and was established by Rory’s mother Patricia O’Connor, Ysola Best and Christine 
Morris to reclaim, preserve and revitalise the traditional knowledge and language of the Gold Coast, 
Scenic Rim and Logan areas – the Yugambeh Language Region – that stretches from the Logan 
River near Beenleigh to the Tweed River in the south and west towards Mt Barney. 
 
The Yugambeh Language Region is bounded by the Logan, Albert and Tweed rivers, and the Pacific 
Ocean. It is home to eight family or clan groups: the Mununjali, Wangerriburra, Kombumerri, 
Minjungbal, Birinburra, Bullongin, Gugingin and Migunberri. 
 
There is evidence to suggest that Aboriginal communities and people have lived in the Yugambeh 
Language Region for over 40,000 years.  
 
In his book “The Kombumerri: Aboriginal People of the Gold Coast” (1997), Rory describes the arrival 
of Europeans in the Scenic Rim and Gold Coast. When the first Europeans – timber-cutters – began 
to move into the area from the mid 1840s, the Indigenous people of the Yugambeh Language Region 
began to face enormous obstacles in order to maintain their traditional spiritual and family 
connections to Country and continue their active management of the land and ancestral law. From the 
1840s the European population grew and timber-getting and farming overwhelmed traditional ways of 
life in the places we now know as Tamborine Mountain, Beechmont, Canungra, Beaudesert, 
Nerang...  
 
The Native Police Force, established in 1848 to protect European economic interests, drove 
Indigenous people off their land and this pressure was greatly increased in the late 1890s when the 
Queensland Government enacted the Aboriginals Protection and Restriction of Sales of Opium Act of 
1897 which “gave the Government the authority, until well into the 1900s, to remove any Aborigine to 
a mission or reserve” (p 9).  This meant that until the mid-20

th
 century, Aboriginal people lived under 

the constant threat of removal from their families and homelands, and generations of local families 
were separated. However, employment with Europeans lessened the risk of removal and from the late 
1800s “local Aborigines including Bahrumbin, Titto, Canungra Charlie, Bilin Bilin, Bullumm, Keendahn, 
Slab, Warru and others worked for the Europeans” (p10) and despite the dangers and obstacles, 
generations of visible connectivity during white settlement has meant continuous connection to 
language and land by people of the Yugambeh Language Region. Many Aboriginal families – 
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ancestors of Indigenous people of this region, continue to live, work, raise families, and reconnect 
with their ancient and living language and culture to this day.  
 
Closing the Gaps 
 
“Jarjum” is my word for the day; 
It’s Mununjali for “children”. 
Here, the jarjums go to the homework centre on 
Wednesdays and 
listen to their Elders. 
Here, they don’t endure the racism of  
their parent’s day and for that, 
we are all grateful. 
Closing the gap is slow business, says Uncle Teddy 
but at least it’s starting to happen. 
 
 
Today I discovered the back streets of Beauy in 
search of the Uncles. 
There is shared lunch 
Shared stories 
Shared history 
Missing history. 
We shine torches through the gaps to 
illuminate our shared humanity and take 
one more chance to honour 
Mother Earth. 
 
A moment of inspiration flares between 
the visionaries, the storytellers, the explorers. 
Three systems are laid out across the  
the painting canvass on the floor: 
That extraordinary birds-eye-view of First People’s landscapes from the air; 
Then the deep history of the Logan River, beyond  
that brutal bastard down to Earth-time, where we speculate whether 
the river once flowed backwards to the west, 
then in a geological blink, turned east 
where it runs today. 
Third are textured landscapes in cool greens and blues to 
close the gaps and blend the spaces into 
a whole that will burst across imaginations. 
 
There are family photos today, lovingly 
unfolded from wallets and purses and shared across 
landscapes and lifetimes. 
Families stretched beyond breaking, 
then broken, find their way home in 
Grandmother spirits and 
bloody-minded perseverance. 
Stolen generations 
Stolen wages 
Government bureaucrats calculate the cost of rape in dollars 
when money is hardly the issue at stake. 
Australian Aborigines were legally defined as 
flora and fauna until 1972. 
It’s not just our convict-settler history that burns, 
it’s this lifetime too. 
 
An elbow of ironbark is carved into a boomerang. 
Two days with a penknife then the father gives it to his son. 
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After World War II, a Mununjali soldier returns to Beaudesert and Peterson Street grows 
into homes for Murris.  
Back then he fought for Australia but 
was curfewed out of town 
on dark. 
Between one white generation and the next, 
respect was learned and 
shotguns were replaced with a welcome back 
onto river banks for 
Men’s business. 
 
The jarjums listen. The gaps are slowly closed and 
Uncle Teddy thanks god he’s still alive to see it. 
 
We are fortunate as a community to have such continuity and connection with the families of the 
Yugambeh Language Region and to have the opportunity to participate in cross-cultural community 
learning through events like the annual Murri Arts Program and the Drumley Walk which follows in the 
footsteps of Mununjali Elder Billy Drumley, across country from Beaudesert to Southport. 
 
It is also vital to acknowledge the Ugarapul people from the Fassifern area. Their range at the time of 
white settlement in the 1870s was roughly from Ipswich in the north to the McPherson Range in the 
south, the natural barrier of the Dividing Range to the west, to a poorly understood boundary which 
was probably near, or to the east of the Teviot Brook (from “Flora of the Fassifern Scrub”). Also the  
Jagera and Yuggera people whose homeland overlaps with parts of the Scenic Rim near Logan and 
stretches into Brisbane and Ipswich.  
 
The Scenic Rim 
 
The Scenic Rim Regional Council’s “Community Plan 2011” suggests the description ‘Scenic Rim’ 
was coined in about 1940 by naturalist, author and founder of Binna Burra Lodge and the National 
Parks Association of Queensland, Arthur Groom, to describe “the chain of mountains which wrap 
around the valleys between Brisbane and Tamborine Mountain”. Today, the designated Local 
Government Area called Scenic Rim “stretches from Peak Crossing and Gleneagle in the north down 
to the New South Wales border, and from Tamborine Mountain in the east to Cunningham’s Gap in 
the west (p5). 
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“The region is framed by mountain ranges including Main Range, Mistake Range, McPherson Range 
and Teviot Range. It also encompasses valleys including Christmas Creek, Fassifern, Warrill, the 
Albert River, Logan River, Coomera River and the Bremer River Valleys, as well as three dams – 
Lake Maroon, Lake Moogerah and Wyaralong Dam. 
 
“Scenic Rim covers 4,256 square kilometres and is home to approximately 39,000 people many of 
whom live in towns and villages including Aratula, Beaudesert, Beechmont, Boonah, Canungra, 
Kalbar, Kooralbyn, Rathdowney, Tamborine and Tamborine Mountain. 
 
“Agriculture, native forest and national parks are the dominant land uses...the region values its rural, 
natural and Aboriginal heritage and has a growing arts and tourism sector. Scenic Rim is recognised 
for its biodiversity and contains World Heritage Listed Rainforest, one fifth of Queensland’s plant 
species and more than 200 rare or threatened plants and animals” (p4). 
 
Queensland’s first national park – Witches Falls at Tamborine Mountain – was declared in 1908.  
 
At 20,600 ha, the largest remaining, protected sub-tropical rainforest in the world today is Lamington 
National Park which was declared in 1915.  
 
The forests of the Scenic Rim are an integral part of the Gondwana Rainforests of Australia World 
Heritage Area which span about 1,000 kilometres from Main Range in the Scenic Rim, south to 
Barrington Tops just north of Sydney. 
 
Romeo Watkins Lahey was born at Pimpama in 1887 and was one of a family of 11 children. As a 
young man, he was inspired by the explorers and founders of Yellowstone National Park in the United 
States, who in 1870 established the world’s first national park to preserve areas “unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future generations”. Alongside Arthur Groom and following in the footsteps of pastoralist 
Robert Martin Collins, Romeo took up the cause of advocating for the preservation of an area 
embracing the headwaters of the Nerang, Coomera and Albert Rivers. In 1915 he and Arthur 
canvassed the people of the Albert Electorate and secured over 500 signatures in a  petition to the 
government “...to secure the immediate reservation as a National Park all of the contiguous 
unalienated land along the Macpherson Range in the parishes of Numinbah, Telemon and Roberts.” 
On July 31 1915, Lamington National Park was proclaimed over an area of about 47,000 acres. 



7 
 

 

 
In a letter to the Beaudesert Times on July 11 1913, Romeo described why this program of protection 
was so vital: 
 
“Now, every race owes certain duties to its descendants, chief among which is to preserve, develop 
and hand down the great heritage which has been given it. In what sense then, can a people have 
performed its duty if in years to come one of its descendants can say, ‘Oh yes, but where are those 
forests you talk of, those animals which were the wonder of the world, those birds that scientists came 
from the four corners of the world to see, that scenery which you say had no peer?’ Great that nation 
whose men can put their fingers on the map and say, ‘Here and here and here you can see Nature 
undisturbed. Nature in the same guise as when your forefathers came here, a facsimile in fact of 
Nature on Creation’s morn.’  
 
“Here, alone in the whole of Queensland (and when the Tweed and Richmond scrubs have been 
cleared, alone in the whole world) is found one species of Lyre Bird, Menura Alberta; here are found 
all the scrub and forest trees of Southern Queensland, and all its birds, animals and insects; here are 
mountains rising up to just 4,000 feet above the sea, while the whole is blest with matchless climate” 
(Beaudesert Times, July 11 1913). 
 
There are now six national parks in the Scenic Rim: Lamington, Mt Barney, Mt Chinghee, Moogerah 
Peaks, Tamborine Mountain and Main Range. Over 49,400 hectares or 12% of the Scenic Rim region 
is reserved area held in national parks and Council Conservation Areas.  
 
The internationally protected Gondwana Rainforests of Australia World Heritage Area includes: 

 Lamington National Park 

 Main Range National Park 

 Mt Barney National Park 

 Mt Chinghee National Park 
 
Other national parks in the Scenic Rim are: 

 Moogerah Peaks National Park 

 Tamborine Mountain National Park 
 
Conservation Parks in the Scenic Rim are: 

 Flinders Peak Conservation Park 

 Knapp Creek Conservation Park 
 
 
Council Reserves in the Scenic Rim are: 

 Knapps Peak Reserve 

 Denham Scenic Reserve 

 Waterfall Creek Reserve. 
 
Lamington National Park now covers 20,600 Ha of the Lamington Plateau and McPherson Ranges. It 
is divided into two sections – Binna Burra and Green Mountains and is a major section of the 
Gondwana Rainforests of Australia World Heritage Area. 
 
Main Range National Park also forms part of the Gondwana Rainforests of Australia World Heritage 
Area. Some of the largest areas of rainforest in South East Queensland are protected in that national 
park which extends from around Mt Mistake in the north to Wilson’s Peak on the New South Wales 
border. Some of the prominent peaks are Mt Cordeaux, Cunningham’s Gap, Mt Mitchell, Spicer’s 
Gap, Spicer’s Peak, Mt Huntley, Mt Asplenium, The Steamer Range, Lizard Point, Mt Roberts and 
Queensland’s highest peak Mount Superbus (1370m). 
 
Tamborine Mountain National Park includes 13 sections on the Tamborine Plateau and surrounding 
foothills including Cedar Creek, Palm Grove, Joalah, Zamia Grove, The Knoll and Pirralilla. Witches 
Falls National Park at Tamborine Mountain was the first national park to be declared in Queensland in 
1908. 
 
(From Queensland Museum, “Wild Guide to the Scenic Rim”, 2010, pp 53-61). 
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Geological history 
 
How were these internationally and nationally revered and unique landscapes formed? 
 
About 370 million years ago when Australia was part of the supercontinent called Gondwanaland, with 
Antarctica, India, Africa and South America, the Scenic Rim was sea floor because the ancient 
coastline lay much further inland than today (Queensland Museum, 2010, p4).  
 
“The Scenic Rim’s distinctive mountain ranges and isolated peaks owe their existence to the eruption 
of at least three major volcanoes caused by [‘hot spots’ in the earth’s mantle]”. These shield volcanic 
eruptions occurred between 32 and 22 million years ago:  
 
“Three major shield volcanoes laid the foundations of the Scenic Rim’s spectacular mountain 
landscape. The Main Range Shield Volcano (erupted about 25 million years ago), Focal Peak Shield 
Volcano (erupted about 24 million years ago) and Tweed Shield Volcano (erupted about 23 million 
years ago)...lava flows from the Tweed Shield Volcano reached as far north as Mount Tamborine, 
while flows from the Main Range Shield Volcano reached at least as far as Flinders Peak and those 
from the Focal Peak eruptions reached Beaudesert” (Queensland Museum, 2010, p 5, 6). 
 
Lava flows from the Tweed Shield Volcano (Mt Warning) and subsequent erosion created the 
McPherson Range and Lamington Plateau, the Tamborine Mountain Plateau, the Darlington Range 
and Beechmont Plateau. Some of the Tweed Shield Volcano lava flows in the west even covered the 
lower flanks of the Focal Point Shield Volcano. 
 
The Focal Peak Shield Volcano eruption and subsequent erosion contributed to the formation of Mt 
Barney, Mt Maroon, Mt Lindesay, Mt Ernest and Focal Peak. Focal Peak volcanic basalt flows 
reached as far as Beaudesert and Kyogle and maybe even parts of Main Range. 
 
The western boundary of the Scenic Rim is formed by Main Range and Little Liverpool Range and 
includes Mt Superbus. The eruption of the Main Range Shield Volcano formed these mountains and 
lava flows reached Kalbar-Boonah, Rosewood and perhaps even Ipswich. Flinders Peak, Mt French 
and Mt Greville are part of the eroded remains of the shield. 
 
“The Scenic Rim is one of the few places where it is possible to encounter forests like those that 
flourished in ancient Australia. The ‘modern’ Antarctic Beech (Nothofagus moorei) is little changed 
from its fossil relatives. The forests also harbour animals that provide a living link to these times. 
These ‘survivors’ include mountain frogs (Philoria spp.), trapdoor spiders (Mygalomorphae), and the 
‘velvet worms’ (Onychophora)” (Queensland Museum, 2010, p17).  
 
Federated Rituals 
 
Journeys of the heart follow 
the full moon in 
circles, 
spiralling through time across  
landscapes of love. 
 
Quiet pink stories about 
floating rocks in 
shallow oceans  
elevate 200 million years of hot spots into a  
marriage of continents that welcomes us inside the Rim. 
 
Here, mountain romance inspires lovers to see 
rare black crystals and glossy birds, 
flying in federated rituals that 
rescue rocks like whales from the hands of 
false science. 
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On the sacred beach  
a flock of flying fish sails in unison with the 
howling sou’wester. 
We name the cauldrons of our lives, and craft 
wreaths of chequered words to protect the 
unborn children and speak for the trees. 
 
Rainforests 
 
Many of the mountain rainforests of the Scenic Rim are unique living ‘fossils’ connected with the age 
of dinosaurs (210 – 65 million years ago) and from the break-up of Gondwanaland 65 – 30 million 
years ago, when Australia separated from Antarctica and began its northward drift. Conditions were 
warm and moist with high rainfall and sea temperatures at about 18-20 degrees celsius (Queensland 
Museum, 2010, p17). 
 
The scientific evidence provided to UNESCO for the World Heritage Area (WHA) nomination as part 
of the Gondwana Rainforests of Australia process included: 
 
“1. The forests represented examples of ongoing evolution of rainforest biotas; 
 2. The forests contained many examples of organisms with distinct ‘Gondwana’ connections; 
 3. The properties within the WHA provided viable representatives of the various vegetation types 
     which had confronted European settlers; 
 4. The associated landscape features (principally the Great Escarpment) provided examples of the 
     way in which different physical environments were maintained over long periods of time and what 
     were their ecological consequences; 
 5. The fauna and flora included species of great evolutionary significance: basal groups representing 
     deep-seated ancient lineages” (Kitching, Braithwaite and Cavanaugh, “Remnants of Gondwana”, 
2010, p4). 
 
All of this means that the rainforests of the Scenic Rim connect to deep time: tens and hundreds of 
millions of years ago. From the mid 1980s they began to be recognised and protected by the World 
Heritage Convention administered by the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO). Two aspects of our rainforests ignited international recognition: the first was 
a realisation that they were not second-class citizens to northern, more tropical rainforests but are in 
fact, refuges where ancient vegetation is preserved; the second is the geological history which 
demonstrated in living landscapes, the ancient continental geological shifts that have occurred over 
many millions of years. 
A hallmark of our region’s internationally protected rainforests is that they are also home to living 
human communities and are close to the major cities of Brisbane, Logan, Ipswich and the Gold Coast. 
“They exist in a densely occupied matrix of human settlement with both indigenous and non 
indigenous cultural and historical dimensions. Issues of traditional uses (both indigenous and 
agricultural), of interactions with neighbouring properties, of the siting of roads and powerlines, 
residential developments and dams, tourist resorts and mines are part of the daily challenges 
presented to the custodians...” (Kitching, Braithwaite and Cavanaugh, “Remnants of Gondwana” 
2010, p5).  
 
That is why our region is identified as an Australian and international biodiversity hotspot. We are 
custodians for some of the world’s most precious and ancient biological and natural heritage and we 
are subject to some of the most intense, modern industrial, development and economic 
pressures...how we choose to live in this hotspot is of paramount importance not only for ourselves 
but for a world that already lives 30% beyond its ecological means. According to the World Wide Fund 
for Nature and the United Nations in (Orpen, 2010), since the early 1980s humankind has exceeded 
the earth’s capacity to regenerate itself. This means our human activities have outpaced the capacity 
of the earth’s systems and cycles including air, water, soil, biodiversity and the flow of sunlight energy 
to regenerate themselves - by 30%. To put it bluntly, we are ecologically bankrupt. This situation 
means the health, protection and regeneration of our regional landscapes and ecological systems is 
essential and a poignant imperative for all of us who live, work and play here. 
 
Vegetation communities in the Scenic Rim 
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There is more than rainforest in the Scenic Rim. The Queensland Museum’s Wild Guide to the Scenic 
Rim lists eight vegetation communities in this region: 
 

1. Beech Forests (Cool Temperate Rainforest) which reach their northern-most limit in the 
high altitudes of Springbrook, the Lamington Plateau and the McPherson Ranges. The 
Antarctic Beech (Nothofagus moorei) is the main tree species and is like a living fossil whose 
origins date back to Gondwanaland some 30-65 million years ago. 
 

2. Subtropical Rainforest which grows in wet areas with fertile soils. The Scenic Rim is home 
to some of the most important and diverse rainforest in Australia. Our rainforests are 
characterised by massive trees with buttress roots and large leaves, and trunks that support 
mosses, lichens, orchids and ferns. Some of the dominant trees include Moreton Bay Fig 
9Ficus macrophylla), Strangler Fig (Ficus watkinsiana), White Booyong (Argrodendron 
trifoliolatum), Yellow Carabeen (Sloanea woollsii), Black Bean (Castanopernum austral) and 
Native Tamarind (Diploglottis australis). 
 

3. Mountain Eucalypt Forests which includes wet eucalypt forest and dry mountain eucalypt 
forest. Wet eucalypt forest support Flooded Gum (Eucalyptus grandis), Sydney Blue Gum 
(Eucalyptus saligna), Tallowood (Eucalyptus microcorys) and Brush Box (Lophostemon 
confertus) and often have an understory that is rich in rainforest plants, palms, tree ferns and 
ground ferns. There can be a beautiful overlapping between rainforest and wet eucalypt forest 
and bush fires are infrequent in these forests. Dry mountain eucalypt forest is usually found 
on black, basalt soil and is dominated by stringybarks and Yellow Box as well as smaller trees 
like Blackwood, Forest She-Oak and Red Ash. 
 

4. Dry Vine Scrub which grows in areas of lower rainfall, but fertile soils (or higher rainfall but 
less fertile soils) such as the scree slopes of Mt Barney, Mt French and Mt Chinghee. The 
Veresdale Scrub, once covering up to 10,000 ha between Beaudesert and Cedar Vale was a 
beautiful example of dry vine scrub, but clearing has now reduced it to just a few tiny 
remnants along creeks and roadways in the Veresdale and Cedar Vale areas. Common tree 
species in dry vine scrub include Crows Ash, Peanut Tree, Vitex, Red Kamala and Hoop 
Pine. 
 

5. Brigalow Softwood Scrub once covered the Fassifern district though now only remnants of 
it remain in small stands near Kalbar and Mt French. It has a distinctive canopy with a mix of 
the silvery wattle Brigalow (Acacia hapophylla) and bright green leaves of trees like the Black 
Tea-tree. 
 

6. Montane Heath and Rocky Outcrops which cling to many of the ranges and mountain 
peaks in the Scenic Rim including Mt Maroon, Mt French and Mt Gillies. Montane heaths 
consist of low shrubs and grasses and a wealth of wildflowers including Pink Rock Orchids, 
King Orchids, Cliff Bottlebrush, Paper Daisy, Match Heads, Fuchsia Heath, tea tree and 
Spear Lily. 
 

7. Dry Eucalypt Forest of great diversity occurs throughout the Scenic Rim on mountains, 
ridges, slopes and lowlands. Shallow, rocky sandstone soils support these types of forests. 
Common tree species include Pink Bloodwood, Spotted Gum, Ironbark, Grey Gum, White 
Mahogany and Smooth-barked Apple. Much of the lowlands of the Scenic Rim including the 
Duganden and Birnam Ranges were once covered in eucalypt forests adapted to a fire 
frequency of 7-12 years. 
 

8. Blue Gum River Flats which fringe waterways and grow across flood plains in the Scenic 
Rim. These communities include the Queensland Blue Gum and Forest Red Gum with an 
understorey of Weeping Bottlebrush and River She-oak and Creek Mat Rush groundcover. 

 
As I read these snapshots about the vegetation of the Scenic Rim from the Queensland Museum, I 
am astonished to learn about the incredible diversity of the vegetation of this region. From ancient 
Beech forest and world-renowned rainforests, right through to Brigalow that I thought mainly grew in 
western Queensland, I see images in my mind about what the Scenic Rim may have looked like 
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before white settlement and get a sense of the massive amount of land clearing that has occurred 
over the past 150 years.  
 
Years ago I read an extraordinary book called “Treading Lightly: The hidden wisdom of the world’s 
oldest people” which described the way Australian Aborigines developed a highly sophisticated 
civilization that was completely integrated with nature in this country. It was so subtle and aligned with 
the patterns of nature that white settlers couldn’t see it in operation. Nevertheless, completely 
integrated forms of farming, fishing, economy and community development were underway 
everywhere across this continent. As I picture the Scenic Rim with its sweeping vegetation 
communities and forests before white settlement, I feel a growing appreciation for the First Peoples of 
this land and a yearning to learn some of the truly sustainable ways of living here in harmony with 
nature. 
 
Fassifern Echoes 

 
Fassifern echoes on their northward drift, rest  
in the arms of sacred buttresses to reveal 
the fine armour plating of shield volcanoes and 
rifle birds. 
 
Forested hillsides ripple in the westerlies like 
Wild Things  
stretching and shaking their subtropical backs 
while the Main Range breaks across 
displaced weather makers who mourn with 
the crows ash museums: 
solitary reminders in blonde paddocks of  
Vine forest 
Rainforest 
Brigalow 
Ephemeral networks of pathways blown 
across the lowlands like 
so much dust. 
 
Where are the ceremonial headwaters of ancestral spirits 
now that the seasons of sandstone country are in retreat? 
Can open hearts and full lives 
call up the xanthorrea and red gold toona 
so that the Fassifern finds its home again in 
rufous landscapes and silent lagoons? 
 
Touched by feathers and fur, in this Scenic Rim we watch 
for transformation and a return to hope. 
Velvet worms burrow beneath the struts of civilization and 
clear a path towards  
the spirit of Gondwana. 
 
The Rights of Nature 
 
Over the past three years, the seeds of remarkable change in our relationship with Nature have 
begun to stir around the world. In Bolivia, the UK and small towns in the US, indigenous people, legal 
experts and everyday folk including farmers are exploring and developing legally-moral frameworks 
that finally protect nature from corporate and industrial exploitation and destruction.  
 
In late 2011 in the UK, the ‘Ecocide Mock Trial’, held in the Supreme Courts of Justice, tested a 
scenario where the chief executive officers of a fossil-fuel corporation “were held to account for their 
business decisions which had resulted in the destruction of ecosystems”. While the trial was a test 
case – a mock trial where the CEOs were actors and the case a scenario – it did allow for a legally 
realistic examination of the facts using the skills of real barristers and a Supreme Court jury.  The trial 
resulted in a verdict of guilty for the CEOs and as a result, began to build a bridge towards the legal 
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definition of ‘ecocide’: ...“that the moral imperative of protecting the Earth’s ecosystems must trump 
the economic imperative of business as usual...because climate change, industrial deforestation, tar-
sands oil extraction, dead zones in the oceans, and the myriad other environmental wounds inflicted 
on the Earth do indeed cause wars, conflict, suffering and extinction of species”... “Ecocide would  
impose ‘superior responsibility’ on those people who take decisions that ultimately destroy the Earth, 
so that they are responsible for the consequences of their actions and business decisions”  
(Resurgence Magazine, January/February 2012, p 4). 
 
In 2011, and across the other side of the world to the UK, the Bolivian Government formally began to  
enshrine the world’s first laws granting all nature equal rights to humans. “The Law of Mother Earth, 
now agreed by politicians and grassroots social groups, redefines the country’s rich mineral deposits 
as ‘blessings’ and [was] expected to lead to radical new conservation and social measures to reduce 
pollution and control industry” (The Guardian, April 10, 2011).  
 
Eleven new rights for nature are part of the new law and these include: “the right to life and to exist; 
the right to continue vital cycles and processes free from human alteration; the right to pure water and 
clean air; the right to balance; the right not to be polluted; and the right to not have cellular structure 
modified or genetically altered...it will also enshrine the right of nature ‘not to be affected by mega-
infrastructure and development projects that affect the balance of ecosystems and the local inhabitant 
communities” (The Guardian, April 10, 2011). 
 
And in towns in North and South America, the US nonprofit agency the Community Environmental 
Legal Defense Fund (CELDF), is working with local citizens and councils to “rewrite local laws in ways 
that allow people to speak up for their communities, watersheds, forests and air” (YES Magazine, 
March 2010). 
 
In townships from New England, Pennsylvania and Washington State, the CELDF is collaboratively 
drafting ordinances with communities that: 
“ - Give communities legal authority to say ‘No’ to unwanted corporate activities; 
- Recognise the rights of nature; 
- Strip corporations of their constitutional rights”... 

 
“In one landmark victory, the town of Barnstead, New Hampshire, voted 135 to 1 to ban the 
privatization of their freshwater by encroaching corporate interests – the first community in the nation 
to do so. Other towns have followed, stripping corporations of the rights of personhood and 
recognizing the rights of communities to self-govern” (YES Magazine, March 2010). 
 
What might these international precedents mean for the Scenic Rim I wonder?  
 
In our region that is filled with world-renowned ecosystems, family farms, small nature-based tourism 
enterprises, ancient indigenous cultural heritage, and communities of passionate nature lovers, what 
might we create to not only protect our place from corporate industrialists and big government 
interference, but to restore and regenerate its living systems?  
 
We have a rich history of human connection to spirit and place – from the clans of the Yugambeh 
Language Region to the work of Arthur Groom, Romeo Lahey, Judith Wright, the Landcarers of 
Tamborine Mountain, Beechmont and Beaudesert, and the volunteers, farmers and tourism operators 
from Keep the Scenic Rim Scenic who are dedicating their lives to protecting Nature here in the Rim. 
There is no better time than now, to understand what we have and in that knowledge, stand our 
ground and speak our truth for Pachamama – Mother Earth. 
 
Numala Wani Kubil Jagun 
Embrace Thee Beautiful Country 
 
In this place, our breath is the land 
our love, the rivers. 
We are one when we weave within the wind and 
send our blessings across the mountains to 
all the Ancestors 
whose children are finding their way home. 
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